THE GLOBAL K-CULTURE LAB

Read It. Live It. Make It.

A 12-day intensive for international students who don't just want to understand
Hallyu, they want to make something with it.

From a national film-festival sweep for Parasite, to the world replaying the games
from Squid Game, to K-Pop Demon Hunters merch selling out overnight —
K-Culture has stopped being a trend and become the world's shared language.

This course asks two questions and hands you the mic to answer them yourself:
why does the world love K-Culture, and how far can you take it?

Course Description

At the eastern edge of Asia, one country's pop culture is rewriting the rules of global
fandom. This course traces Hallyu from the Kim Sisters' 1959 U.S. debut to BTS —
often called “the Beatles of the 21st century” — while tracking the movement in real
time: why the world can't stop watching K-Pop Demon Hunters, how a single
BLACKPINK feature or Yoon Soo-il's Apartment can spark a global dance trend, and
what Winter Sonata and Culinary Class War have in common.

In 2026, Hallyu is entering a new phase — pushing deeper into Western markets,
deepening fan consumption, and diversifying its IP, as K-pop groups add non-Korean
members and global studios co-produce Korean stories. The border around “K” itself is
starting to blur. You'll study that shift as it happens, not as history.

But this course goes one step further. You will not just analyze K-Culture — you
will produce it. Every session ends with a short-form piece shot and edited on your
own phone, and mid-course you'll trade the classroom for a live-streaming studio, a
music-show rehearsal, an Al music session, a K-beauty shoot, or a K-food set. By the
end, K-Culture won't be something you studied — it will be something you made.

The Method: Read - Live - Make

Every topic in this course moves through the same three-step cycle:

The history, theory, and industry structure behind Hallyu, grounded in
real case studies

A briefing on that day's live 2026 trend or headline, plus a two-day
field practicum deep in the industry

A short-form piece, filmed and edited on your own phone after
nearly every class — building toward a full personal portfolio by the
end of the course




Your Instructor

Dr. Jang spent 30 years as a producer at KBS, South Korea's national public
broadcaster — producing the Music Bank World Tour and meeting Hallyu's global
fanbase face to face, city after city. This course is taught the way he'd explain the
industry to a friend: with the inside story, not the textbook version.

The Field Practicum

Two full days, out of the classroom and into the industry. Depending on final
bookings, two of the following four experiences will run, one per day.

Run your own live-stream broadcast inside a professional

@ Live on a Creator Studio Floor short-form / TikTok-style creator studio.

@ Backstage at a Music Show Sit in on a live rehearsal for a national music broadcast —
Rehearsal guided by your professor's 30 years as a KBS producer.
@ Shoot a Mukbang Plan and film your own K-food content in mukbang or
/ Cooking Show cooking-show format.

Step into a professional K-beauty shoot and create your own

@ A K-Beauty Brand Shoot beauty content.

Final Team Project

_ Choose a K-Culture keyword that genuinely interests you.

_ Build it into a project that reflects Korean society and culture.

_ Present it using everything you've learned.

By the end of this course, K-Culture won't feel distant. It will feel like something you

made your own — in your portfolio, and in how you see your own culture, too.

Grading

Attendance Punctual presence at regular sessions and field practicum 10%
Participation Engagement in discussions, in-class activities, and field practicum 15%

A short-form piece produced and posted after nearly every session

.. o
Creator Missions — your running content portfolio 20%
Midterm Essay "My First Encounter with K" — a personal essay 25%
Final Team Project Korean Society & Culture Through a Keyword 30%

— team research + produced content



Full Course Schedule

1 Dec 22 (Tue) On Campus
2 Dec 23 (Wed) On Campus
3 Dec 24 (Thu) On Campus
4 Dec 28 (Mon) On Campus
5 Dec 29 (Tue) On Campus
6 Dec 30 (Wed) On Campus
7 Dec 31 (Thu) On Campus
8 Jan 1 (Fri) Online

9 Jan 4 (Mon) On Campus

10 Jan 5 (Tue)

11 Jan 6 (Wed)

12 Jan 7 (Thu) On

Field Practicum

Field Practicum

Campus

Orientation:
Your Studio Fits in Your
Pocket

The 1990s:
Where Hallyu Began

Identity: From Hybridity to
Originality

2000s—-2010s: Beyond Asia,
the Digital Logic

All About K-Pop + Midterm

Currents of Culture:
Why K? Where Are J & C?

From Culture to Industry:
The Economics of K

Hallyu & the State:
Cure or Poison?

The Ere of Digital K-Content
- Short form video practice

Field Practicum, Day 1

Field Practicum, Day 2

Final Showcase & Portfolio
Launch

Why study Hallyu?
A K-Content overview

Hands-on workshop:
phone-based filming &
editing basics

Quiz: Hallyu, truth or myth?

"Shall we dance?" warm-up

Where did the name
"Hallyu" come from?
H.O0.T's debut; the drama
What Is Love?

Quiz: naming Hallyu

Yoon Soo-il x Rose's
"Apartment”

All of Us Are Dead &
K-zombie, K-webtoons

K-Pop Demon Hunters —
the phenomenon

Find the hybridity in a
piece of content

Winter Sonata;

Psy & YouTube

Squid Game & its games
Discussion: your favorite
K-drama

BTS and the Beatles: a
cultural comparison

Idol culture, stardom, and
fandom-as-lifestyle
Activity: why do | love
K-pop?

Midterm:

‘My First Encounter with K’

Netflix's K-Pop Demon
Hunters

Final project kickoff:
choosing your keyword

Compare Hallyu to your
own country's culture

Hallyu 3.0 and IP
diversification

2026 export &
production-multiplier data

Activity: design content &
merchandise

Nationalism vs. capitalism

Real-time debate: regulation
vs. deregulation

Short form challenge video
design

K-pop Creation Practice
with Al SUNO

See the Field Practicum
Menu below

One of four experiences,
confirmed by booking

See the Field Practicum
Menu below

One of four experiences,
confirmed by booking

Team project presentations

Class publication: a book of
the semester's content

Public release of the full
class portfolio

Post a 15-second
short: "My First

Impression of K"

Recreate a 1990s look
or vibe on video

A mash-up of your
home culture x K

A Random-Play-Dance
/ cover-dance

challenge video

Submit your
mid-course short-form

portfolio

A teaser video for
your team's project

keyword

A branded merch /
product-concept video

A recap card-news of
the debate

Make your team
challenge video

Film your field
practicum vlog

Film your field
practicum vlog

Watch and react to
your classmates' full

portfolios

No class Dec 25-27 or Jan 2-3.



