Sungkyunkwan University Winter International Student Experience (WISE) 2026

Korean Cinema and Contemporary Korean Society

Prof. Youngeun Jang, Sungkyunkwan Univeristy

COURSE INFORMATION

Credits: 3 credits
Class Hours:
Class Period: 22 December 2026 — 7 January 2027

SHORT COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course explores the intersections of Korean cinema and contemporary Korean society,
examining how films reflect and influence socio-cultural, political, and historical contexts in Korea.
Through screenings, discussions, and analysis, students will gain a deeper understanding of
Korea's evolving identity and its global significance.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
By the end of the course, students will be able to:

1) Analyze how Korean cinema reflects major social, political, historical, and cultural
changes in contemporary Korean society.

2) Evaluate the relationship between film narratives and issues such as class, gender,
family, nationalism, modernization, and globalization in Korea.

3) Compare diverse representations of Korean society across different genres, directors,
and historical periods of Korean cinema.

4) Apply critical theories and analytical methods to interpret Korean films within broader
social and cultural contexts.

5) Develop and communicate original arguments about Korean cinema through class
discussions, presentations, and academic writing.

READING MATERIALS

No pre-course readings are required before students arrive in Korea. Throughout the course, all
required readings and reference materials will be distributed digitally, preferably in PDF format,
via the course platform prior to each class session. Students are expected to complete the assigned
materials before class and engage actively in discussions and course activities.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING

This course is evaluated on a pass/fail basis according to SKKU regulations. Student
performance will be assessed on a 100-point scale, and a final score of 60 or above will be
considered a Pass.

Students are required to attend at least 80% of all class sessions. Excessive absences may result
in automatic failure regardless of overall academic performance. Repeated tardiness or early
departure may also affect the attendance and participation grade.

Students are expected to complete assigned readings and film screenings before class and
actively participate in discussions and course activities.



Assessment Criteria

e Attendance: 10%

e Class Participation and Discussion: 20%
e Film Review Paper: 30%

e Final Presentation or Final Project: 40%

Film Review Paper:
Students will submit a short analytical paper examining a Korean film discussed in class.
Detailed guidelines and submission instructions will be provided during the course.

Final Presentation or Project:
Students will either give an individual/group presentation or complete a final project related to
Korean cinema and contemporary Korean society. Further details will be announced in class.

Academic Integrity

Students are expected to comply with SKKU policies regarding academic honesty and
plagiarism. Cheating, plagiarism, fabrication of information, unauthorized collaboration, or any
other form of academic dishonesty is strictly prohibited. Any student found violating academic
integrity policies may receive a failing grade for the assignment or for the course.

COURSE SCHEDULE

- WEEK | -

1. Tuesday (22 Dec)

Course Introduction and Historical Context
Overview of Korean cinema history

Introduction to the course themes and objectives

2. Wednesday (23 Dec)
Post-War Industrialization and Urbanization
Aimless Bullet (1961)

3. Thursday (24 Dec)
The Military Regime and Censorship
The Ball Shot by a Midget (1981)

Friday (25 Dec) - Holiday

- WEEK Il -

4. Monday (28 Dec)
Representations of Women in Korean Cinema
Kim Ji-young, Born 1982 (2019)




5. Tuesday (29 Dec)
North Korea on Screen (1)

Depictions of North Korea and inter-Korean relations
Steel Rain (2017)

6. Wednesday (30 Dec)

North Korea on Screen (2)

Confidential Assignment (2017)

The Spy Gone North (2018)

Discussion: Cinema and political discourse

7. Thursday (31 Dec)
Midterm Exam

8. Friday (1 Jan) - Pre-recorded Lecture

— WEEK Il -

9. Monday (4 Jan)
Globalization and the Korean Wave

Korean cinema as soft power
Oldboy (2003)

10. Tuesday (5 Jan)
Social Issues in Contemporary Korean Cinema
Parasite (2019)

11. Wednesday (6 Jan)

Korean Democracy and Cinema (1)

Understand the historical events shaping modern Korean democracy
Analyze how films depict democratic movements and societal struggles

The Attorney (2013)

12. Thursday (7 Jan)
Course wrap-up and reflection on key themes
Final Exam




