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Sungkyunkwan University Winter International Student Experience (WISE) 2026 
 

 Korean Popular Culture and Korean Wave 
Prof. Youngeun Jang, Sungkyunkwan University 

 
COURSE INFORMATION 
Credits: 3 credits 
Class Hours:  
Class Period: 22 December 2026 – 7 January 2027 
 
SHORT COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course examines the development of Korean popular culture in relation to the rapid social, 
economic, and cultural transformations of modern Korea. Focusing particularly on the rise of 
the Korean Wave (Hallyu) from the late 1990s to 2026, the course explores how K-pop, 
television dramas, digital media, online fandoms, and other forms of popular culture have 
shaped both Korea’s national identity and its global image. 

Through lectures, discussions, media analysis, and case studies, students will investigate key 
questions surrounding the global success of Korean popular culture. Why has Korean popular 
culture become so influential worldwide? How do K-pop and Hallyu reflect changing values, 
generational experiences, technology, gender relations, consumer culture, and globalization in 
contemporary Korea? What can the global popularity of Korean culture tell us about the future 
of Korean society? 

By analyzing popular culture as both entertainment and a social phenomenon, students will 
gain a broader understanding of contemporary Korea and the cultural forces shaping its future 
in an increasingly interconnected world. 

 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

By the end of the course, students will be able to: 

1. Analyze the development of Korean popular culture in relation to major social, cultural, 
and economic changes in modern Korea. 

2. Evaluate the global impact of the Korean Wave (Hallyu), including K-pop, Korean 
dramas, and digital media culture. 

3. Compare Korean popular culture with popular culture in other countries and discuss its 
distinctive characteristics. 

4. Apply critical perspectives to issues such as globalization, fandom, identity, gender, 
media, and consumer culture in contemporary Korea. 

5. Develop and communicate original ideas about Korean popular culture through 
discussions, presentations, and written assignments. 

 
 
READING MATERIALS 
No pre-course readings are required before students arrive in Korea. Throughout the course, all 
required readings and reference materials will be distributed digitally, preferably in PDF format, 
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via the course platform prior to each class session. Students are expected to complete the assigned 
materials before class and engage actively in discussions and course activities. 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING 

This course is evaluated on a pass/fail basis according to SKKU regulations. Student 
performance will be assessed on a 100-point scale, and a final score of 60 or above will be 
considered a Pass. 

Students are required to attend at least 80% of all class sessions. Excessive absences may result 
in automatic failure regardless of overall academic performance. Repeated tardiness or early 
departure may also negatively affect the attendance and participation grade. 

Students are expected to complete assigned readings and media materials before class and 
actively participate in discussions and course activities. 

Assessment Criteria 

• Attendance: 10% 
• Class Participation and Discussion: 20% 
• Korean Popular Culture Critique Report: 30% 
• Final Presentation or Project: 40% 

Korean Popular Culture Critique Report: 
Students will submit a critical report analyzing a topic related to Korean popular culture or the 
Korean Wave (Hallyu), such as K-pop, Korean dramas, fandom culture, digital media, gender 
representation, globalization, or consumer culture. Detailed guidelines will be provided during 
the course. 

Final Presentation or Project: 
Students will complete an individual or group presentation/project related to Korean popular 
culture and contemporary Korean society. Further details will be announced in class. 

Academic Integrity 

Students are expected to comply with SKKU policies regarding academic honesty and 
plagiarism. Cheating, plagiarism, fabrication of information, unauthorized collaboration, or any 
other form of academic dishonesty is strictly prohibited. Any student found violating academic 
integrity policies may receive a failing grade for the assignment or for the course. 

 
COURSE SCHEDULE 
 

– WEEK I – 
 
1. Tuesday (22 Dec) 
Introduction: What Is Korean Popular Culture? 
Overview of modern Korean popular culture and the Korean Wave (Hallyu); key concepts, 
historical background, and globalization. 
 
2. Wednesday (23 Dec) 
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Popular Culture under Authoritarianism 
Korean popular culture in the 1960s and 1970s; censorship, state control, and youth culture 
under military rule. 
 
3. Thursday (24 Dec) 
Democratization and the Revival of Cultural Industries 
The 1980s: democratization, the revival of Korean cinema and popular music, and the rediscovery 
of Korean traditional culture. 
 
Friday (25 Dec) - Holiday 
 
 
– WEEK II – 
 
4. Monday (28 Dec) 
Globalization, the IMF Crisis, and Cultural Transformation 
The 1990s: globalization (segyehwa), neoliberal reforms, the IMF crisis, and the restructuring of 
Korean cultural industries. 
 
5. Tuesday (29 Dec) 
The Rise of Hallyu 
The global expansion of Korean popular culture from the late 1990s; early K-dramas, K-pop, and 
the growth of international audiences. 
 

6. Wednesday (30 Dec) 
Hallyu Generations and Global Fandom Culture 
The development of first-, second-, and third-generation Hallyu; digital platforms, online 
communities, and transnational fandom culture. 
 

7. Thursday (31 Dec) 
Midterm Examination 
 
8. Friday (1 Jan) - Pre-recorded Lecture 
 
 
– WEEK III – 
 

9. Monday (4 Jan) 
K-pop and the Age of Soft Power 
K-pop as global soft power; cultural diplomacy, branding, nationalism, and Korea’s changing 
global image. 
 

10. Tuesday (5 Jan) 
BTS and Global Youth Culture 
BTS, social media, global fandoms, mental health discourse, and new forms of global cultural 
participation 
 
11. Wednesday (6 Jan) 
Audition Programs, Trainee Systems, and the Entertainment Industry 
The structure of the Korean entertainment industry; survival audition programs, trainee culture, 
labor conditions, and human rights issues. 
 
12. Thursday (7 Jan) 
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The Future of Hallyu and Final Examination 
Final examination and course review; discussions on the future of Korean popular culture in a 
rapidly changing global environment. 
  


